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Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the council the latest developments on 
various matters relating to the Regeneration (including Strategic Projects), Business and Skills 
and Employment Portfolio.

ROCHDALE TOWN CENTRE
Rochdale Riverside (Genr8)
M&S has recently reaffirmed its commitment to the Rochdale Riverside scheme in the town 
centre. This is fantastic news for the town centre and is testament to the huge potential M&S 
see in our town and its continuing transformation, despite challenging trading conditions.  
Detailed negotiations with other potential occupiers for the scheme are ongoing and we hope to 
make some exciting announcements in the near future.  The construction on site continues to 
make excellent progress.  A substantial part of the steelwork for the cinema block has been 
completed.  The new access road and traffic signals on John Street are due to be brought into 
use in October.
Rochdale Town Hall & Town Hall Square 
As reported in July, the Heritage Lottery Fund approved the 1st stage of an £8.9m funding bid to 
help restore and redevelop the Grade 1 listed building.  This was one of only 4 projects 
nationally to receive a Stage 1 approval.  We will now start work on developing our Stage 2 bid 
to be submitted in December 2019, with a final decision expected in April 2020.   Specialist 
landscape architects will be appointed later in 2018 to create some designs for the Town Hall 
Square which will go out for public consultation before work begins.  An informal briefing for 
Members is scheduled for 16:30 on 17th October.
Drake Street & Heritage Action Zone
The Cooperative Connections Heritage Action Zone was launched by the Council, Historic 
England and other partners in May 2018. The Heritage Action Zone brings investment and 
expertise from Historic England, which will help us stimulate the local economy by bringing 
historic buildings back in to use. The Co-operative Enterprise hub will open in 14 Drake Street 
later this month, supporting young people in developing new business ideas in the town. Around 
40 post-graduate students from Manchester School of Architecture have begun studying 
Rochdale Town Centre, with a particular focus on the re-use of heritage assets. A heritage 
building repair grant programme is being prepared in partnership with Historic England and a 
number of residential projects supported through the Drake Street Strategy are nearing 
completion.
Market 
The new outdoor market was launched on the 18th August to coincide with the Feel Good 
Festival and trades on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday under the management of 
Rochdale Development Agency, on behalf of the Council.   The fit out of the adjoining market 
hall is complete and the Council is in the process of securing new occupiers for the building. 
Fire Service Museum 
Following the success of the Stage 2 Heritage Lottery Fund bid for £1.7m, we continue to work 
with the Greater Manchester Fire Service Museum Trust to bring forward proposals to transform 
the ground floor of the former fire station building to create a dedicated exhibition space for the 
museum’s many exhibits.  The Council and the Museum Trust will now start the process of 
appointing architects and designers, with work expected to start in summer 2019.
Town Centre Business Rates & Independent Retail Business Support Scheme
Our innovative Business Rates discount scheme and property renovation grants is still available 



to new independent businesses.  We continue to encourage businesses wishing to set up in 
Rochdale, Heywood and Middleton town centres to take advantage of the schemes. In Heywood 
2 properties have been approved for business rates reduction and are open. 3 properties have 
applied for the start-up grant, 1 has been approved, 2 are pending. No businesses have taken 
up either scheme to date in Middleton.

MIDDLETON TOWN CENTRE
Middleton Townscape Heritage Initiative & Long Street Property Improvements
The completion of the restoration of Long Street Methodist Schools marked the end of the Edgar 
Wood and Middleton Townscape Heritage Initiative, a £3m partnership with the Heritage Lottery 
Fund. The project oversaw the repair and restoration of more than a dozen historic buildings and 
historical sites, provided public realm improvements and provided a programme of 
complementary initiatives, which boosted the interest in Middleton’s heritage, both locally and 
wider afield. The restored Long Street Methodist Schools will become a wedding and events 
venue and a centre for local heritage and civic organisations, boosting the local economy and 
providing a valuable community resource. In addition to the Townscape Heritage Initiative, 
improvements to 10 commercial properties on Long Street and Market Place began on 1st 
October.

BUSINESS PARKS 
Kingsway Business Park
Work has started on a new 75,000 sq ft distribution centre and trade counter on Plot N at 
Kingsway for a manufacturer of kitchen and bedroom units. The tailor made premises will nearly 
treble the space available to the Rochdale based company, and create around 30 new jobs. 
A planning application has been submitted for Plot F for another unit of 75,000 sq ft. The 
proposed building will provide a state of the art distribution facility for an international logistics 
company, and create up to 65 new jobs. 
Significant progress has been made with the construction of the small unit scheme totalling 
60,000 sq ft on Plot D at Kingsway. The scheme, known as Logic at Kingsway, provides eleven 
units of various sizes up to 15,500 sq ft which will be available for occupation in six months’ 
time.  Marketing activity is well underway with the production of a marketing brochure and the 
installation of new signage to assist in securing new tenants. 
Stakehill Industrial Estate
The Mayor of Rochdale, Councillor Zaman, formally opened Toolstation’s new distribution centre 
at Stakehill in August. The 150,000 sq ft facility will support the growth of the company’s retail 
operations, with the potential to create over 150 new jobs.  
RDA and Rochdale Council are leading on an initiative to improve highway safety and security 
across the estate.  A new CCTV system is due to be installed in the next couple of months, 
managed and monitored by Rochdale Boroughwide Housing. Proposals to reduce on street 
parking at Stakehill have also been developed to address business concerns about road safety 
on the estate.

OTHER REGENERATION ACTIVITY 
M62 J19/South Heywood Area Wide Improvement Programme
Rochdale Council and Russell Homes are gearing up for a start on site on the new link road 
between Junction 19 of the M62 and Heywood Distribution Park in mid-2019. The planning 
agreement which accompanies this scheme is currently being circulated with relevant 
landowners for signing and once finalised will enable the release of the planning decision notice. 

BUSINESS
Business
RDA continues to provide comprehensive support through a single point of contact for both local 
companies and inward investors alongside the Business Growth Hub. The level of property 



enquiries continues to be encouraging. 
The 2018 Rochdale Business Awards have been launched with entries in September. The 
Awards ceremony taking place in November at the Town Hall.
Business in the Community, the RDA and Council held a joint event in August – entitled ‘Would 
you be ready?’. The focus was on business resilience and whether business are prepared for 
fire, flood or cyber threats. I know Cllr Zaman as the Mayor attended and found the session very 
informative.
I have recently visited a local textile firm looking to expand as they take on new contracts in the 
hotel sector. They want to attract younger employees into the business and have had some 
success with a computer programmer.
One of our local businesses was successful at the North West’s Venturefest – the region’s 
biggest innovation event. Whitham Mills Engineering who are based on Stakehill won the 
‘Innovative Established Business’ category.
Since my last report, the Council has supported 4 businesses with expansion and relocation 
plans which should generate at least 60 new jobs over the next 2 years
The council is part funding an innovative “Pop Up Business School” at the end of October at The 
Strand on Kirkholt.  The company promote business start-up as an alternative to the traditional 
approach involving business plans and loans.  Rochdale Boroughwide Housing, Regenda and 
Onward Housing Associations are also involved.
The Start Smart programme aimed at providing training and 1 to 1 support for start-ups and 
businesses under 3 years old is offering workshops on topics such as; online selling, business 
planning and book keeping. These are free of charge – details on the Council’s website. 
Currently 45 local residents are accessing this support, and 6 young businesses.
The Council continues to support the borough’s 2 Town Centre Management Companies. 
Following a busy summer programme of family events, Middleton have organised the Oktober 
Fest event which was successful with a number of local bands and independent breweries 
taking part. The Rochdale TCM Co has led the town centre Business Improvement District (BID) 
proposal which is now at the ballot stage.

SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT
The latest out of work benefit claimant data shows a mix of increases and decreases across age 
groups. The overall rate is now 3.1% of the working age population which equates to 4230 
residents and is 4th highest in GM. The borough’s employment rate improved slightly.
I visited The Council’s Employment Links team to see how they were supporting residents into 
jobs and to improve skills. The team deliver commercial contracts on behalf of both the 
Combined Authority and DWP. In the last year the team had helped 368 people into work and 
over 1000 gain new work related qualifications.
A new term of Talk English classes has 200 new learners and has trained 36 new volunteer 
tutors. A bid to continue this work is being made to the Integration Fund launched by the Ministry 
for Housing, Communities and Local Government. The profile and reputation of the project 
continues to grow and is well supported by members, especially Councillor Emsley, Cabinet 
Member for Neighbourhoods,  who recently attended and supported the volunteer celebration 
event
Hopwood Hall College has been supported to work in partnership with social enterprise 
PossAbilities, to develop a more effective supported internship model for young adults with 
learning disabilities to gain real life work experience alongside training that will, hopefully lead to 
meaningful employment at the end of the programme.  The success of the Redwood Special 
School placements in particular services of the council was celebrated. The need is for more 
placements and I would encourage my Cabinet colleagues to ensure their services engage this 
scheme to offer more placements for Redwood students here in the council that will both benefit 
them and staff with additional CPD experience.



Councillor John Blundell

Portfolio Holder for Regeneration, Business and Skills and Employment Portfolio


